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Mississippians  begin  GenX  church  in  MD 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"In  Sept.  1995  I  knew  I  wanted  to  start  a  missii 

_  Generation  X'  church,"  Lee  said.  Bapti: 

Generation  X  (baby  busters  or  post-mod-  areas 
in  Mississippi,  ems,  as  they  are  sometimes  known),  are  Le« 
loss  Point.  Stan  young  adults  born  between  1965-1976.  for  tl 

arg,  graduating  Today  they  are  23-34  years  of  age.  Missi 

High  School.  So  driven  was  Lee  toward  fulfilling  this  conve 

ership  team  for  mission,  that  he  squeezed  a  three-year  es.  He 

neets  in  Meade  master  of  divinity  degree  program  at  New  come 
on  the  grounds  Orleans  Seminary  into  about  two  years.  Fir 

of  Fort  Meade  in  central  Maryland.  Graham  ended  up  in  Maryland  after  col-  from 

"You're  probably  wondering,  'How  lege,  working  for  tne  Army.  Because  of  a  mont 

come  two  Mississippi  boys  are  doing  this  passion  for  music,  he  was  soon  leading  The  c 

kind  of  thing  in  Maryland?"'  Lee  said,  music  in  one  of  Maryland's  fastest  growing  port, 

while  standing  outside  the  school  on  a  Baptist  churches.  m  de 

brij^t,  sunlit  day.  ''Some  six  or  seven  years  later,  I  got  a  eamii 

The  answer  has  to  do  with  the  unsearch-  phone  call  from  Jonathan,  who  I  didn't  &iow  to  the 
able  mystery  of  God's  call  and  providence  from  Adam  at  that  point,"  Graham  said.  "Fi 

in  human  live^.  Lee  shared  his  vision  for  a  new  church  check 

- L  geared  to  reaching  Generation  X.  The  pair  them, 
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Wedgwood  reclaims  sanctuary  for  worship 


What's  in  the 
Record 


SYATP  results  listed 


Trustees  fire  Coppenger 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Wade  named  BGCT  exec 


The  cure  for  our  national  sickness 


attending  native  to  the  incon- 
?  pastor  or  venience  of  caring 
jmed  that  for  the  seriously  ill, 

»  America  the  elderly,  ana  the 
our  faith  handicapped, 
yrs  of  the  ♦  alcohol  and 

gambling  destroy 
r,  such  a  individuals  and 
terous.  In  families  in  the 
ng  alarm-  name  of  govern¬ 
ment  "revenue." 

Kentucky  ♦  the  glorifica- 
!lt  in  their  tion  of  virtually 
day  with  everv  sexual  per¬ 
version  known  to 
Columbine  man  has  resulted  in 
chel  Scott  the  objectifying  of 
forced  to  innocent  women 
ind  their  and  children, 
d  gave  up  ♦  night  after 

night  or  televised 
igo,  seven  violence  desensi- 
)d  Church  tizes  people  to 
Lirch  —  in  crimes  against  the 
elebrating  most  vulnerable 
.‘vent  hela  members  of  our 
society. 

jack-boot-  Given  the 

Tie  control  almost  infinite  list 
by  fanatic  of  ways  we  have 
•  religious  chosen  to  move  as 
their  faith  far  away  as  we  can 
from  God  and  his 
le  result  of  values,  it  should 
ate  securi-  come  as  no  sur- 
be  a  time  prise  that  those 
untry,  and  among  us  who 

:e  and  pri-  stand  for  what  is  right  will  be  attacked  and, 
tee  safety,  in  some  cases,  made  to  sacrifice  their  lives 
e  sickness  for  their  faith. 

for  the  sickness  itself.  Who  would  have  thought  this  could 

No,  our  sickness  is  caused  by  one  thing;  happen  in  America? 
an  absence  of  God  and  his  values  in  our  It's  that  way  with  Satan.  Once  he  gets  a 
national  life.  What  other  conclusion  can  be  foothold,  he  doesn't  give  it  up  very  easily 

drawn  about  a  country  where:  —  and  he  has  much  more  than  a  foothold 

♦  the  legalized  murder  infants  can  be  on  this  country.  In  fact,  it's  approaching  a 
euphemistically  regarded  a$  nothing  more  stranglehold. 

than  "a  form  of  late-term  abortion."  We  need  a  turnaround,  and  we  need  it 

♦  graduation  prayers  and  nativity  fast.  Be  assured,  however,  that  Satan  will 

scenes  are  considered  to  be  establishment  resist,  and  he'll  hit  us  where  it  hurts  the  most, 
of  state  religion.  ■  Where  can  he  hurt  us  the  most?  It 
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America  s  parents  are 
about  to  discover  that 
the  culture  war  is  a  lot  closer 
than  they  thought.  The  ruling 
of  the  New  Jersey  Supreme 
Court  ordering  the  Boy  ^outs 
to  accept  homosexuals  as  mem¬ 
bers  and  troop  leaders  is  an 
open  assault  upon  one  of  the 
nation's  most  cherished  and 
respected  organizations. 

The  Aug.  4  ruling  should  send 
chills  down  the  spines  of  all  those 
who  once  believed  an  organiz^a- 
tion  as  wholesome  and  tradition¬ 
al  as  the  Boy  Scouts  would  be 
beyond  the  mach  of  the  moral 
revolutionaries  determined  to 
enshrine  homosexuality  as  a  fully 
legitimate,  fully  moral  lifeshTe. 

The  impact  of  the  decision 
will  be  massive.  The  B<w  Scouts 
of  America  (BSA),  scbuting's 
national  organization,  is  left  with 
only  the  hope  of  a  reversal  bv  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Tliough  the 
decision  covers  onlv  the  scouting 
program  in  New  Jersey,  the  legal 
pa’cedent  will  be  a  public  mia- 
tions  nightmare  for  an  organiza¬ 
tion  that  lives  by  its  mputation 
for  trustworthiness,  wholesome¬ 
ness,  and  tradition. 

The  New  Jersey  court  has 
effectively  driven  a  stftke 
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The  Boy  Scouts 
under  assault 

By  R.  Albert  Moliler  }r.,  president 
The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
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Looking  back 


Relief  efforts  intensify  in  wake  of  Floyd 


sites  in  four  states  staffed  by 
Southern  Baptists.  Previously 
five  Georgia  feeding  units 
assisted  with  feeding  evacuees 
before  the  storm  hit. 

Cleanup  and  recovery  units 
have  begun  clearing  deoris  in 
Hoary  County,  S.C.,  and  "mud- 
out"  units  are  on  standby  but 
not  expected  to  respond  until 
early  next  week,  according  to 
South  Carolina  disaster  relief 
director  Cliff  Satterwhite.  Other 
states  had  yet  to  move  beyond 
the  immediate  need  for  food 
preparation. 

Feeding  units  began  operat¬ 
ing  Sept.  17  and  were  still  Wing 

^‘ploved  in  new  locations  as  of^  BRINGING  RELIEF  —  Ernie  Crawford  (left)  of  Catawba  Church  and 

^  I  c  tu  f'  1-  I  Rick  Eldridge  of  Mount  Holly,  N.C.,  carry  meals  to  be  loaded  into  a  Red 

In  South  Carolina,  units  Cross  Emergency  Relief  Vehicle  (ERV)  for  distribution  to  those  affected 
w^ere  operating  at  First  ^lurch  (he  flood  in  Wilmington  N.C.  The  men  were  part  of  the  Southern 
r-K  Baptist  disaster  relief  operation  set  up  at  the  First  Baptist  Church 

Church  ot  Lons  Activities  Center  in  Wilmington,  N.C.  (BP  Photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


World 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


?s  the  Ohio  feeding  unit  is  serving 
St  at  the  Emergency  Management 
St  Command  post  in  Sv^merville; 
d  an  Illinois  feeding  unit  is  based 
h  at  Wayne  Valley  High  Schcxil  in 
a.  Wayne;  and  the  Northeast 
ts  Consortium  feeding  unit  was 
n  expected  to  be  assigned  a  site 
la  Sept.  20,  reported  Mickey 

a  Caison,  national  Southern  Disaster  Relief,  North 
It  Baptist  disaster  relief  coordina-  American  Mission  Board,  4200 

)f  tor  and  an  adult  volunteer  North  Point  Parkway, 

a  mobilization  associate  with  the  Alpharetta,  Ga.  30022.  Further 

North  American  Mission  Board,  information  also  is  available 

Contributions  to  help  defray  through  the  www.namb.net/dr 

a  the  costs  of  the  relief  effort  may  web  site  and  by  calling  1-800- 

be  sent  to  Southern  Baptist  462-8657. 
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Memorial  Church 

^  Georgia  unit 
1  Tarboro  High 
School  in  Tarboro. 
A  shower  unit  and 
water 

unit  operated  by 
American  Mission 

’  Board  and 

Georgia  Baptist 
Convention 
purification 
also 

deployed  to  Nortn 

CCXIKING  FOR  THE  CROWD  —  R.D.  Carolina. 
Fortenberry  (left)  of  First  Church,  Cherryville,  N.C.,  A  Virginia  unit 
and  Don  Phillips  of  Oatsville  Church  work  together  was  activ  ated 
in  preparing  chicken  and  dumplings  for  distribution  Sept.  18  and  is 
to  victims  of  the  ticxxiing  from  hurricane  Floyd.  The  serv  ing  at  Franklin 
men  were  jxirt  of  the  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  High  Schixil  in 
ofX?ration  set  up  at  First  Church  Activity  Center  in  Franklin,  Va. 
VVilmington,  N.C.  (BP  Photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur)  In  New  Jersey, 
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PLOWING  THROUGH  — 
U.S.  Highway  74  west  of 
Wilmington  was  just  one  of 
hundreds  of  roads  made  near¬ 
ly  impassable  by  Hurricane 
Floyd-induced  flooding  in 
North  Carolina  and  points 
north.  The  highway  was  bor¬ 
dered  on  both  sides  at  this 
point  by  the  Green  Swamp. 
While  still  somewhat  pass¬ 
able  Sept.  16  —  particularly 
eastbound  lanes  —  the  waters 
continued  to  rise  over  the 
next  few  days.  (BP  Photo  by 
Gibbs  Frazeur) 


LifeWay  officials  affirm  Y2K  readiness 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  making  final  preparations 
for  total  Y2K  compliance  with  its  information  systems-related 
equmment  and  software. 

compliance  was  defii^  as  die  ability  to  accept,  display, 
and  HEport  dates  using  correct  century  ana  year;  cross  into  the 
year  2(!k)0  without  autoiruition  hdlure;  prevent  premature  expi- 
raticm  of  securi^  licenses  or  files  due  to  year  2000  crossover; 
treat  the  Year  2000  as  a  Leap  Year;  and  intenace  with  ot^r  year 
2000-c(mipliant  software  atui  data. 

"We  anticipate  a  smooth  transition  into  the  year  2000,"  said 


Paul  Powell,  pastor  of  Green  Acres  Church,  Tyler,  Tex.,  reversed  him¬ 
self  and  accepted  the  election  as  president  of  the  Annuity  Board.  Powell 
was  first  offered  the  position  in  July  and  rejected  it.  Finding  no  peace  in 
that  decision,  he  approached  the  search  committee  for  reconsideration. 


Attendance  records  for  Sunday  School  and  Church  Training  were  set  at 
Mount  Zion  Church,  in  the  New  Hofje  community  east  of  Columbus.  The 
high  attendance  emphasis  was  the  beginning  of  a  revival  that  saw  77  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  and  many  other  decisions.  Ray  Hill  is  pastor. 


Gerald  Shields,  director  of  LifeWay's  information  systems 
d^artmait  "Persons  who  use  our  automated  telephone 
ordering  service  and  who  order  through  our  Internet  site 
(www.uleway.ccHn)  should  experience  only  a  brief  interruption 
in  service  between  late  Dec.  3l  and  early  Jan.  1  while  we  inten- 
tkMvally  power  down  all  of  our  systems." 


Murphy  Creek  Church,  Winston  County,  has  built  a  new  youth  build¬ 
ing.  The  30-  by  40-foot  building  was  built  by  men  of  the  church  and  paid 
for  by  13  acres  of  cotton  the  men  planted,  cultivated,  and  picked.  It  is  con¬ 
nect^  to  the  main  church  building  by  a  covered  walkway. 


- 
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Greene  Co.  adults  surround  youth  with  prayer 

y^hite  believers  —  Methoi^^ts,  Baptists,  already  planning  a  SYATP  Chatham,  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove 

Associate  Editor _  Presbyterians,  '  Aarismatics,  rally  on  Tuesday  evening  Church,  Leakesville;  and  Harold 

blacks,  whites  —  in  a  common  before  the  Wednesday  morn-  Moore,  pastor  of  Leakesville 
In  the  Greene  County  county  bond  of  prayer  over  our  young  ing  event.  Some  of  the  prayer  United  Methodist  Church, 
seat  of  Leakesville,  parents,  people,  .wanting  to  stand  by  team  members  noteef  that  Drawdy  said  one  of  his  goals 

teachers,  and  school  adminis-  them  at  this  time,"  Strange  said.  many  adults  expressed  an  for  the  simultaneous  rallies  was 
trators  formed  a  human  prayer  The  idea  for  holding  rallies  for  interest  in  attending.  to  secure  pledges  from  adults 

circle  around  students  on  the  both  adults  and  youth  grew  from  Thus,  an  adult  rally  was  to  prayer  regularly  for  the  stu- 
t'vening  before  the  St'e  You  at  a  meeting  of  the  church's  prayer  plannt'd  at  the  city's  middle  dents  and  for  the  schools, 
the  Pole  (SYATP)  emphasis.  tt'am,  according  to  Strange.  school  gymnasium  while  the  "1  hi>ped  to  have  around  20 

It  was  the  cemclusion  of  "We  were  just  talking,  and  students  met  in  First  Church's  parents  stand  up  at  that  meet- 
simultaneous  rallies  for  adults  the  idea  came  up.  We  were  dis-  activities  building.  Since  the  ing  and  commit  to  praying  for 
and  students  that  reached  across  cussing  how  to  get  parents  middle  school  is  across  the  strcvl  the  students  during  the  week, 
denominational  and  racial  lines,  more  involved  in  the  li\'es  of  from  the  church,  the  idea  of  Close  to  90  parents  signed  a 
according  to  Mack  Strange,  pas-  their  kids,"  Strange  said.  bringing  both  groups  together  to  commitment  form  saving  they 

tor  of  First  Church,  Leakesville.  L.  C.  Drawdy,  associate  pas-  end  the  evening  seemeu  natural,  would  pray  regularly  for  our 
"It  was  significant  to  me.  Here  tor  and  minister  of  students  at  The  theme  tor  the  adult  rally  children  and  schools,^'  he  said, 
was  the  heart  of  a  communin' of  First  Church,  Leakesville,  was  was  "No  Student  Stand's  The  rallies  concluded  with  a 


Alone,"  Strange  said.  School 
administrators,  teachers,  and 
parents  from  the  elementary 
school,  middle  school,  and  high 
sch(X)l  participated. 

"The  message  to  our  young 
people  was  that  we  are  not 
exempt  from  the  tragedies  that 
have  happened  around  the 
country  in  schcx^ls.  Therefore, 
we  need  to  pray,"  Drawdy  said. 

After  the  students  finished 
prax'ing  in  schixil  groups,  the 
adults  came  over  and  made  a 
circle  around  the  young  pexiple. 

Drawdy  challenged  the 
adults  to  look  each  student  in 
the  eyes  before  they  prayed. 
Leading  in  prayer  were  Mitchell 
Oibome,  pastor  of  Pine  Level 
Church,  Leakesville;  Mike 


count  of  three  and  the  shout, 
"See  you  at  the  pole!" 

Drawdy  said  that  in  1998, 
less  than  25  students  participat¬ 
ed  in  SYATP  at  Grtx'ne  County 
High  Schixil,  and  he  was  unsure 
if  the  event  was  even  observed 
at  the  middle  schcxil.  This  year, 
110  high  school  students  and 
over  200  middle  school  stu¬ 
dents  gathered  to  pray. 

The  2000  SYATP  event  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  20.  For  more 
information  on  SYATl’  contact 
Don  Lum  in  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Boarcl's 
evangelism  department  at  PO. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3280,  or  toll 
free  outside  Jackson  (8(X))  748- 
1651.  E-mail:  dlum@mbcb.org. 

See  You  at  the  Pole  draws  13,128  participants 

four  states  gathered  at  school  flag  poles  to  pray.  Last  year,  SYATP 
involved  over  3  million  students  in  all  50  states  and  20  countries. 

SYATP  2(X)0  is  planned  for  Sept.  20.  For  information  contact  Lum 
at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  392(15-0530.  Telephone  (601 )  292-3280,  or 
toll-free  outside  of  Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  E-mail  at  dlum@mbcb.org. 

130  Presbyterian  Christian  150 

85  Puckett  Attendance  Ctr  89 

65  Raymond  High  250 

45  Rebel  Academy  1 80 

85  Raleigh  High  100 

100  Richland  High  150 

21  Richland  Middle  35 

75  Rosa  Scott  35 

178  Salem  High  440 

400  Saltillo  High  175 

125  Simpson  Central  K-8  125 

103  South  Pike  High  50 

90  Starkville  Academy  195 

225  Starkville  High  •  75 

200  Starkville  Middle  125 

125  Sumner  Hill  60 

40  Sumrall  High  225 

35  Terry  High  80 

1,50  Tylertown  High  58 

110  Tylertown,  Crf^f  IS 

100  "^ardaman  32 

375  Vic^pry  Christen  Academy  77 

175  Victory  Chr’uMb  75 

500  Watehingbn^ppol  75 

500  Wd%r  101 

60  WestM^telf  132 

150.  We^t  Unidn  100 

20p  Wilkinson  Christian  25 

200  Wingfield  High  150 

Kip  Winona  High  50 

7$  Woodland  Hills  Academy  50 


PRAYING  AT  THE  FYILE 


Young  people  surround  the 
flag  pole  at  Greene  County 
Middle  School  in  Leakesville 
in  observance  of  See  You  at 
the  Pole.  (BP  special  photo) 


The  statistics  reported  below  are  from  schools  and  communities 
that  reported  See  You  at  the  Pole  (SYATP)  attendance  figures  to 
Don  Lum,  youth  consultant  with  the  Evangelism  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

SYATP  began  in  September  of  1990,  when  over  45,0(X)  teens  in 

Booneville  High/Mkidle  63  Lawrence  Co.  High 

Brandon  High  100  Leake  Academy 

Brandon  Middle  130  Lee  Middle 

Byram  Middle  40  Madison  Central 

Caledonia  Middle/High  300  McComb  High 

Canton  Academy  76  McLaurin 

Central  Hinds  Academy  70  Miss  Delta  Comm.  College 

Central  Holmes  Academy  29  Monticello  Jr.  High 

Cleveland  High/Margaret  Green  -64  Moorville  High 

Clinton  High  200  Morton  Attendance  Center 

Clinton  jr.  High  100  MUW  Math  &  Science 

Columbia  Academy  240  Myrtle  School 

Columbus  High  150  Nanih  Waiya  High 

Cruger  Tchula  Academy  63  New  Hope  High 

Daniel  High  85  New  Hope  Middle 

Denman  Jr.  High,  McComb  125  Newton  Co.  Academy 

Newton  High 
Newton  Middle 
North  Pike  High 
Northwest  High 
Northwest  Ji> 
OoteroveH^ 
OaKGrpve  )r, 

Olive  Branch  High 
Olive  Branch  Jr.  Hl^ 


Grenada  High 
Middle 
Co.  High 

^^ne  Co.  Jr.  High 
Gtihtown  Middle,  Saltillo 
Hattiesburg  High 
Heritage  Academy 
Hillcrest  Elementary 
Hillcrest  Christian 
Ingomar 
Kirk  Academy 


Oxford  Mi(jklle 
Park  Lane  Academy 
Pearl  High 
Petal  High 
Petal  Jr. 

Poplarville  High 
Poplarville  Middle 
PRC 


TOTAL 


Till  IVmTISI  R|:  OKU 


Midwestern  trustees  dismiss  Coppenger 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (from  BP  &  ABP  by  Dr.  Coppenger  had  irreparably  dam- 
reports)  —  Trustees  of  Midwestern  aged  his  ability  to  lead  the  seminary," 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  have  fired  Weiser  read  from  a  oreoared  statement 


Baptist  Theological  Seminary  have  fired 
President  Mark  Coppenger,  saying  mis¬ 
directed  anger  has  diminished  nis  ability 
to  lead  the  Southern  Baptist  school  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Michael  Whitehead,  the  seminary's  vice 
president  for  business  affairs,  has  been 
named  acting  president. 

Trustees  voted  Sept.  14  by  secret  ballot 
to  immediately  dismiss  Coppenger,  who 
has  led  the  seminary  four  years.  TTie  vote 
came  in  a  brief  open  session  after  about 
nine  hours  of  executive  sessions  during  a 
two-day  trustee  meeting  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  discussing  leadership  issues 
involving  the  51 -year-old  president. 

Gary  Peek,  a  trustee  from  Four  Mile 
Creek  Church,  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  made  the 
motion  to  dismiss  Coppenger.  Trustee  chair¬ 
man  Carl  Weiser  said  tne  motion  passed  but 
declined  to  publicly  disclose  the  vote  count. 
Weiser  later  told  reporters  the  vote  was 
reported  to  trustees  in  executive  session. 

"A  majority  of  the  board  concluded 
that  the  expression  of  anger  admitted  to 


Thank  You  Pastor 

The  position  and  profession 
of  pastor  is  a  "calling."  It  is  a 
high  calling,  a  holy  calling,  and 
it  IS  a  Heavenly  calling.  There 
may  be  people  who  just  decide 
they  will  go  in  the  ministry,  get 
prepared  academically,  and 
then  search  for  a  place  to  serv^e. 
No,  in  a  marvelous  and  unique 
way  God  calls,  gifts,  and 
undergirds  his  shepherds. 

One  of  the  things  that  makes 
the  pastorate  so  demanding  is 
that  there  are  so  many  people 
in  the  flock,  and  each  one  of 
them  has  their  own  individual, 
personalized  view  and  expecta¬ 
tions  of  what  the  pastor  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  and  do. 

The  pastor  is  put  into  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  wanting  to  meet  the 
needs  of  everyone  and  general¬ 
ly  wants  to  live  up  to  those 
expectations  imposed  by  every¬ 
one  else.  Add  to  that,  the  pastor 
has  his  own  expectations  of 
what  he  wants  to  do  and  needs 
to  do  as  he  follows  the  Lord. 

Praying  about,  studying  for, 
preparing,  and  delivering  sev¬ 
eral  messages  a  week  is  work.  It 
is  exciting  work,  important 
work,  and  it  is  hard  work. 
Preparing  to  preach  is  not  just  a 
matter  of  iust  wing  a  glib  talker. 
It  requires  preparation  beyond 
what  any  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  would  ever  know. 

Add  to  that,  the  pastor  is  the 
overseer  of  the  church,  the 
administrative  head,  who  is 
involved  in  planning,  program¬ 
ming,  meehng,  and  analyzing 
the  work  of  ministry  in  the 
local  church.  Then,  add  still  to 
the  pastor's  responsibilities  the 
pastoral  ministry  that  involves 
visiting,  caring  for  the  sick, 
marrying,  burying,  counseling, 
and  walking  with  the  Lord. 

The  pastor  appears  to  be  a 
man  with  little  to  do  and  much 
freedom  to  set  his  own  sched¬ 
ule.  That  is  true  as  long  as  it  fits 
everybodv  else's  schedule  first. 

He  neglects  himself  in  order 
to  take  care  of  the  needs  of  t)th- 


agea  nis  aoiiity  to  lead  tne  seminary, 
Weiser  read  from  a  prepared  statement 
after  the  meeting. 

Copp>enger  had  confessed  to  "misappro¬ 
priation  of  anger"  before  the  board's  exec¬ 
utive  committee  in  July  and  agreed  to  spe¬ 
cific  recommendations  aimed  at  "repen¬ 
tance  and  restoration"  toward  individuals 
who  have  been  stung  by  his  temper. 

A  report  on  that  session,  the  result  of  a 
two-month  investigation  by  trustee  lead¬ 
ers,  was  scheduled  to  be  part  of  the  agenda 
at  the  trustees'  next  scheduled  full  board 
meeting  in  October.  The  special  meeting 
was  called  for  by  15  trustees  who  wanted 
to  discuss  questions  surrounding  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  president. 


son  that  he  had  no  comment  on  the  firing. 

However,  Coppenger  told  the  Kansas 
City  Star,  in  a  Sept.  15  story,  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  that  "God  is  in  control,  and  I  am  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  next  thing.  1  wish  the 
best  for  Midwestern,  and  I  will  be  cheering 
from  the  sidelines." 


Weiser,  pastor  of  Hyland  Heights 
Baptist  Church  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  admon¬ 
ished  reporters  that  individual  trustees 
were  forbidden  to  discuss  the  action. 

He  also  said  it  is  time  for  the  seminary  to 
move  on.  "We  feel  like  that  we  need  to  begin 
to  move  forward  and  that  we  are  committed 
as  a  whole  as  a  board  to  move  forward." 

Despite  the  vote  to  fire  Coppenger,  the 
trustee  statement  praised  him  as  a  creative 
and  dedicated  president  who  had  assem¬ 
bled  ^world-class  faculty  and  modeled  a 
passioh  for  spiritual  renewal.  "We  love 
Mark  Coppenger  and  his  family  dearly," 
Weiser  read  from  the  prepared  statement. 

While  the  executive  committee  investi¬ 
gation  reportedly  surfaced  other  questions 
about  spending  and  enrollment,  it  was 
Coppenger 's  temper  that  led  trustees  to 
conclude  he  was  no  longer  an  effective 
leader,  according  to  the  trustee  statement. 

Weiser  said  trustees  would  discuss  a 
severance  package  for  Coppenger  at  the 
board's  October  meeting.  He  also  said  the 
president  and  his  family  could  remain  in 
their  seminary-owned  nome  on  campus 
as  long  as  needed. 


T)irectii  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ers.  He  will  neglect  his  own 
family  in  the  effort  to  take  care 
of  his  church  family  and  those 
connected  to  the  extended  fam¬ 
ily  of  faith.  He  lives  "stretched- 
out."  To  take  care  of  any  per¬ 
sonal  needs  can  subject  him  to 
criticism  of  neglecting  the 
needs  in  the  congregation. 

He  is  expectecT  to  know 
almost  everything  without 
being  told  anything.  If,  by 
chance,  he  does  not  make  every 
decision  in  a  way  that  is  palat¬ 
able  for  everyone  in  the  congre¬ 
gation,  then  it  is  obvious  mat 
he  is  not  a  good  leader.  If  he 
expresses  too  much  mercy,  he  is 
accused  of  not  having  a  back¬ 
bone.  If  he  expresses  wrath,  it  is 
clear  that  he  is  not  being 
"Christ-like."  Someone  sug¬ 
gested  that  being  a  pastor  is 
nke  trying  to  straddle  a  mud 
puddle  with  a  wheelbarrow. 

Within  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  there  are 
some  great  pastors.  They  are 
good  preachers,  excellent  lead¬ 
ers,  compassionate  servants, 
and  true  men  of  God. 

October  is  Pastor 
Appreciation  month  and  I  want 
to  encourage  you  to  find  some 
way  to  express  appreciation  to 
your  pastor. 

I  have  had  the  delight  of 
seeing  many  churches  do  spe¬ 
cial,  meaningful,  and  even 
unusual  things  to  say,  "Thank 
you  pastor." 

Some  churches  have  just 
declared  a  special  day  to  honor 
him  and  his  family,  and  thev  fill 
the  dav  with  kindnesses  of  tes¬ 
timonies  of  thanks.  One  church 
went  so  far  as  to  lake  the  entire 
month  of  October  and  each  dav 


some  family  in  the  church 
adopted  the  pastor  and  his 
family  and  did  some  gracious 
thing  in  their  behalf. 

Some  churches  have  taken  a 
special  offering  and  given  spe¬ 
cial  gifts,  provided  vacation 
trips,  bought  sets  of  commen¬ 
taries,  given  plaques,  and  pro¬ 
vided  gift  certificates  to  outfit 
the  family.  Some  have  even 
given  cars. 

I  know  of  several  churches 
who  have , - 


talize  his  spirits  in  ways  that 
^ou  would  never  dream  possi- 

I  am  so  thankful  for  our  pas¬ 
tors.  1  have  seen  them  from 
every  vantage  point.  I  am  the 
son  of  a  Baptist  pastor,  the 
brother  of  Baptist  pastors,  the 
father  of  a  Baptist  pastor,  and 
ha\'6  had  the  privilege  of  being 
a  pastor  for  35  years. 

I  know  the  pastors  in  our 
state,  from  border  to  border, 
from  Corinth  to  the  Coast,  from 
Southaven  to  Bay  St.  Louis  — 
they  are  good  men  who  love 
the  Lord,  care  for  their  people, 
and  share  the  message  of  Jesus 
faithfully. 

Whether  as  a  church  body,  or 
just  as  an  individual,  find  a 
way  during  October  to  open 
your  heart  and  say,  "Thank 
you,  pastor!" 


MBC  cards  to 
be  mailed 
October  11 

Messenger  cards  to  the 
1999  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC),  slated  for 
October  26-27  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  be  mailed  direct¬ 
ly  to  churches  again  this  year 
starting  the  week  of  October 
11.  Each  church  will  receive 
the  number  of  cards  according 
to  Article  III  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention; 

Section  2.  Each  church  in 
friendly  cooperation  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
and  having  contributed  to 
world  missions  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  during 
the  preceding  convention  year 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  mes¬ 
sengers  for  the  first  one  hun¬ 
dred  members  of  its  member¬ 
ship  or  fraction  thereof. 

Section  3.  One  additional 
messenger  from  each  church 
shall  be  allowed  for  each 
additional  one  hundred  mem¬ 
bers,  or  major  fraction  thereof, 
but  no  church  shall  be  entitled 
to  more  than  ten  messengers. 

Membership  information  is 
taken  from  the  1998  associa- 
tional  records.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  the  office  of 
the  executive  director, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601 )  292-3201  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


arrangements  I  Tournament  benefits  annuitants 

for  someone  •/ 

to  come  and 
fill  the  pulpit 
and  present¬ 
ed  the  pastor 
and  his  wife  a 
"get-away- 
weekend" 
and  told 
them,  "do  not 
come  to 
church  —  get 
gone!" 

Your  pastor 
may  not  be 
perfect,  but  he 
IS  your  pastor. 

He  may  not 
have  all  the 
gifts  that 
someone  else 
possesses,  but 
ne  deserves 
the  gift  of 

vour  love.  Robin  Nichols  (right),  Mississippi  representative  for  the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
With  nothing  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  accepts  a  $10,688  check  representing  tne  proceeds  of 
more  than  a  the  third  annual  Retired  Ministers  Golf  Tournament  to  benefit  the  Annuity  Sard's 
small  note  Adopt-An-Annuitant  program.  Andy  Holder  (second  from  right),  tournament  coor- 
and  a  dinator,  presents  the  cnecK  along  with  Richard  Winkler  (left)  and  his  wife  Michelle, 

thoughtful  act  j  The  Winklers  will  assume  the  role  of  tournament  coordinators  for  next  year's  ev'ent 
of  kindness,  |  at  Bay  Pointe  golf  course  in  Brandon  on  Sept.  14-15,  2000.  Holder  and  the  Winklers 
you  may  revi- ;  are  members  of  Raymond  Road  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  b\  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Robin  Nichols  (right),  Mississippi  representative  for  the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
»uthem  Baptist  Convention,  accepts  a  $10,688  check  representing  tne  proceeds  of 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Revtvae  Dates 


Joy  in  the  Journey,  women's, 
conference,  will  be  held  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church, 
Jackson,  on  Oct.  2.  Kay  DeKalb 
Smith  of  Nashville,  Term.,  will  be 
the  speaker,  along  with  special 
seminars  on  a  variety  of  topics 
created  especially  for  women. 
For  registration  information,  call 
the  church  at  (601)  956-5000. 

Area  showing  of  World  Wide 
Pictures'  "A  Vow  to  Cherish" 
will  be  held  at  Hillcrest  Church, 
Jackson,  Sept.  26  at  5  p.m.  World 
Wide  Pictures  is  the  motion  pic¬ 
ture  ministry  of  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelist  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
372-0132. 


^  ing  serv'ice  on 

Aug.  29.  The 

^  .  .  church  relocat- 

\  facil- 

I  ities  in 

February  1995. 
The  loan  was 
i  retired  three 

years  ten 

months. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are 
Gardner,  steer- 
ing  committee, 
chairman; 

Calvary  Church,  Greenwood,  note  bumine  usurer; 

^  ,  Billy  Cox, 

Calvary  Church,  "Challenge  to  Build’'  chairman; 

Greenwood,  held  a  note  burn-  and  Jeff  Hoyd,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Coldwater, 

recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  GAs.  Fifteen  GAs 
completed  the  Adventure  lev¬ 
els  with  leaders  Twyla  Loftis 
and  Karen  Bell. 


Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  will  host  a  fish  fry  ($5 
per  plate)  on  Sept.  25  from  11 
a.m.-2  p.m./4  p.m.-7  p.m.  The 
funds  will  be  used  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  its  new  educational 
and  fellowship  building. 


Lake  Como,  Bay  Springs: 
Oct.  3-6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
to.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve 
Thompson,  Florida,  evangelist; 
Harv'ey  L.  Lilly,  pastor. 


Macedonia,  Meridian:  Sept.  Tylertown,  Tylertown:  Oct. 
26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  3-6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 

p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  a.m.  and  7 

Malcolm  Lewis,  Meridian,  evan-  p.m.;  Danny  Hood,  Florida, 
gelist;  Jason  C.  Gross,  pastor.  evangelist;"  Billy  Bowie, 

Gulfport,  music;  David  L. 
Beulah,  Lexington:  Sept.  27-  Sellers,  pastor. 

30;  7  p.m.;  Wayne  Hudson, 

Kosciusko,  evangelist;  Frank  Crooked  Creek,  Silver 
Stiedle,  Canton,  music;  Creek:  Oct.  3-8;  Sunday,  10 
Douglas  L.  Lawson,  pastor.  a.m.  followed  by  a  covered 

dish  lunch  in  the  fellowship 
hall;  Mon.-Fri.,  6  p.m.,  cov¬ 
ered  dish  meal,  and  worship, 
7  p.m.;  Mark  Dunn,  Alabama, 
evangelist;  Ken  Hedgepeth, 
Hattiesburg,  music. 

Woodville,  Woodville: 
Oct.  15-17;  youth  revival;  Fri., 
after  game;  Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
London  Dowden,  Metarie, 
La.,  evangelist;  Ben  Perkins, 
Monroe,  La.,  music;  Gary 
Bunch,  pastor. 


WMU  to  host 
conference 


East  Columbia,  Columbia: 
Sept.  26-29;  Sunday,  Sunday 
School  at  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
6:30  p.m.;  James  Messer  Sr., 
Alabama,  evangelist;  Steve 
Walker,  Pinola,  music;  O.  J. 
Seals,  pastor. 

Derma,  Derma:  Oct.  3-7; 
Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs., 
7  p.m.;  Davia  Hamilton,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Randy  Wood,  music; 
Chris  Aldridge,  pastor. 


The  Women  of  Mississippi 
On  Mission  Retreat  will  be 
held  October  22-23,  1999  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 
The  theme  will  be 
"Transformed  —  Take  the 
Stand"  with  worship  leader  Liz 
McGraw,  Woodville,  and  D.P. 
Smith,  missionary  to  West 
Africa.  The  cost  is  $50,  which 
includes  lodging  and  three 
meals. 

Participants  may  call 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
and  register  by  phone  using 
their  Master  Card  or  Visa. 
Checks  should  be  made  out  to 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
and  mailed  to  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  100  First 
Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
39571. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Kathy  Burns,  WMU  Dept., 
at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601) 
292-3324. 


GAs  of  Morgan  Chapel,  Sturgis 


Morgan  Chapel,  Sturgis, 

held  its  GA  Recognition  Service 
on  Aug.  28.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front  row)  are  Bailey  McMinn, 
Keali  Fulgham,  Lankin  Vickers, 
and  Tia  Vickers;  (second  row) 
Kyla  Morgan,  Neshay  Vickers, 
and  Katie  Lewis;  (tnird  row) 
Cia  Kinnard,  Sommer  Reeves, 
Hailey  Reeves,  Whitney 
Morgan,  and  Casey  Rishef; 
(back  row)  Shelia  Morgan,  Amy 
Morgan,  Mae  Morgan,  Dawn 
Kinnard,  Ellen  Shaw,  Jamie 
Lewis,  and  Tracey  Risher. 


Tuesday,  September  28, 1 999 


Hosted  by  Dr.  Chuck  Kelley, 
President  of  NOBTS 


•  Chapel  guest  speaker  will  be 
Dr.  Paige  Patterson,  President  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Youth  from  Walnut  Grove  Church,  Walnut  Grove,  recently  took 
part  in  Centrifuge  at  North  Greenville  College,  Tigersville,  S.C. 
Those  attending  included  (from  left)  Eric  (ones,  Shelley  lones,  Ashley 
Ogletree,  Adam  Wyatt,  lustin  Ogletree,  Daniel  Evans,  and  baniel 
(ones.  Not  pictured.  Chip  and  Cindy  lones,  youth  counselors. 


Chapel  service  starts  at  10  a.m. 

Complimentary  luncheon  tor  Pastors  and  Staff  afterwards  at  11:30  a.m 
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Skpteviber  23, 1999 


RAs  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


Acteens  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


Youth  on  Mission  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


D.  Michael  Martin  Jonathan  Heivett 

DATE:  September  28,  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 

Fellozvship  Hall  West 

TIME:  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

TEACHERS:  D.  Michael  Martin,  professor  of  New  Testament 

interpretation,  associate  academic  dean  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  and  author  of  Live  for  the  Future 
Now:  A  Study  of  1  &  2  Thessalonians 
Jonathan  Hewett,  youth  evangelist  from  Celina,  Texas,  and 
author  of  Last  Word,  the  study  ofl&  2, Thessalonians  for  youth 

LUNCH:  Complimentary  by  MBCB  Sunday  School  Department 

NO  RESERVATION  REQUIRED/NO  FEE 

For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter  or  Mark  Lott,  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  Sunday  School  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS  39205;  phone  (800)  748-1651  or 
(601)  292-3292;  e-mail  lsalter@mbcb.org  or  mlott@mbcb.org. 


ILST  FOR  THE  RECORD 


GAs  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY 
PREVIEW  CLINIC 

Live  for  the  Future  Now: 

A  Study  ofl&2  Thessalonians 


Mission  Friends  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


GAs  of  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  held  their  recognition  service 
on  Aug.  29.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Michelle  Holley,  Emily  Tillman, 
lesse  Files,  and  Meredith  Baker;  (second  row)  Faith  Boyette,  Lindsey 
Tillman,  Katie  Bradley,  and  Amanda  Williamson;  (third  row)  Chasity 
Beckham,  Candace  Killens,  and  Brittney  Hodges.  The  leaders  are 
Martha  Duvall  and  Dawn  McCrory.  Bob  Storie  from  the  Seaman's 
Center  and  Truckers  Center  on  the  Gulf  Coast  was  guest  speaker. 

Strong  Hope  Church,  sions  recognition  service  on 
Wesson,  held  its  annual  mis-  Aug.  22.  Missions  Friends  pic- 


Bai'tist  Coi  1  [G[  News 


Mississippi  College  Office 
of  Continuing  Education  will 
offer  a  course  entitled  Basic 
Homicide  Investigation,  6-8 
p.m.;  Oct.  5,  12,  26,  and  Nov.  2. 
Pre-registration  is  required.  For 
information,  call  Ken  Gilliam  at 
(601)  925-3263. 

The  Music  Department  of 


Mississippi  College  will  pre¬ 
sent  several  members  of  its  fac¬ 
ulty  in  recital  on  Sept.  28  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  Aven  Hall.  Performers 
include  Richard  Joiner,  Patricia 
Walston,  Jeff  McLelland,  Carol 
Joy  Sparkman,  Angela 
Willoughby,  Nell  Adams,  James 
Meaders,  Dana  Rice,  and 
Edward  Dacus. 


tured,  (first  row,  from  left)  are 
Brandon  Runyan;  Karen 
Middleton,  leader;  Jessa 
Martin;  Ira-Rain  Levison;  Fay 
Levison,  leader;  Greg 
Levison;  Auxtin  Levison;  and 
Pam  Moore,  leader;  (second 
row)  Georgia  Bowlin  and 
John  Ryan. 

GAs  pictured  (first  row)  are 
Lauren  Brouillette;  Jessica 
Jackson;  Kelly  Rvan;  Kristina 
Bates;  Katilyn  Savage;  and 
Katie  .McGee;  (second  row) 
Deborah  Bell,  leader;  Corey 
Bates;  Stephanie  Smith; 
Crystal  Ryan;  Amber  Morgan; 
Ashlee  Klullins;  and  Kathy 
Mullins,  leader. 

RAs  pictured  (first  row)  are 
Michael  Middleton;  Adam 
Williams;  and  Bradley 
Middleton;  (second  row) 
Cherry  Head,  leader;  Landon 
Beasley;  Ben  Head;  Benton  Bell; 
Clay  Bowlin,  Scott  Mullins;  and 
Lesa  Williams,  leader. 

Acteens  pictured  (first  row') 
are  Maggie  Morgan,  8th  grade 
ring;  Janie  JacKson,  leader; 
Mandy  Elkins  and  Amanda 
Jackson,  8th  grade  ring;  Beth 
Ryan  and  Fleather  Morgan, 
Kjth  grade  journal. 

Youth  on  Mission  pictured 
(first  row)  are  Kathy  Ryan; 
Holly  Ferguson,  leader; 
Heather  Morgan;  Amanda 
Jackson;  Karla  Brouillette; 
Beth  Ryan;  Heather  Bowlin, 
leader;  (second  row)  Brent 
Holly;  Wesley  Page;  Josh 
Holly;  Blake  Williams;  Earl 
Bell;  and  Justin  Morgan.  Troy 
Bankston  is  pastor. 
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Homecomings 


director  of  *  I  reception  was  held 

Chester  I  ^bren  and  his 

Church,  ^  I  family  following 

Ackerman.  the  service. 

Participating  Sebren 

in  the  services  aeoren  Blanton 

were  Llcwd  R.  Humphrey,  pas-  (left)  is  a  newly 

tor  of  First  Church;  Phillip  ordained  deacon  at 

- 1  Center  Ridge 

^  Church,  Yazoo  City. 

B  I  Pictured  with 

Blanton  is  Jim 

Liebold,  chairman 


Blanton  and  Leibold 


First  Church,  Terry,  recent 


First  Church, 
Clara,  licensed 
Philip  Chaddrick 
(Chad)  Carney  to 
the  ministry.  He  is 
available  for  supply 
and/or  a  full  time 
ministry.  Carney 
can  be  reached  at 
(601)  735-1678. 

Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Mitchell  Smith, 
pastor;  Carney;  and 
nis  father.  Mack 
Carney. 


ly  ordained  Ralph  Breazeale, 
Chuck  Higdon,  and  Barry  Ivers 
as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  John  Pace  Jr.,  pastor; 
Higdon;  Ivers;  and  Breazeale. 


Allen  Johnston 

(left)  is  a  newly 
ordained  deacon  at 
Center  Ridge 

Church,  Yazoo  City. 
Pictured  with 

Johnston  is  Jim 
Liebold,  chairman 
of  deacons. 


L.  Edward 
Gandy, 
minister,  dies 

L.  Edward  Gandy,  66,  a 


Smith,  C.  Carney,  and  M.  Carney 


Johnston  and  Leibold 


Trinity,  Vicksburg:  Oct.  3; 

10:45  a.m.,  worship;  Howard  D. 

Smith,  former  pastor  who 
served  at  time  of  church's  move 
to  present  location,  guest 

speaker;  dinner  on  grounds  at  Weathersby,  Mendenhall: 
noon;  Mickey  Bounds,  pastor.  Oct.  3;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 

worship  and  singing,  11  a.m.;  cov- 
Antioch,  Union:  Srat.  26;  11  ered  dish  lunch;  afternoon  fellow- 
a.m.;  noon  meal  in  fellowship  ship;  Foy  Killinesworth,  pastor, 
hall;  Albert  McMullen,  Stonewall, 

Biest  speaker;  Hedgepeths  from  Briarwood,  Meridian:  Oct.  17; 

nion,  1:30  p.m.  sin^g;  James  30th  anniversary  will  be  celebrat- 
Young,  pastor.  ed  with  a  "Gaither  Style"  singing 

and  dinner  on  the  grounds,  10:30 
Belden,  Belden:  Sept.  26;  a.m.;  covered  dish  at  noon; 

services,  8:30  a.m.  ana  10:3(1  David  Chambers,  pastor. 


a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  the 
Landmark's  Quartet  will  be 

Donald 


minister,  died  of  cancer  Sept.  8 
in  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 

Center  in - 

Jackson.  He  ^ 

was  a  mem-  1 

her  of  ^  •4(U| 

Crossgates 
Church  in  - 
Brandon. 

Services  ^ 

were  heldl^^F^H 

Gandy 

Church  with 

burial  in  Floral  Hills  Memorial 
Gardens. 

Gandy,  a  native  of  Beizoni, 
had  been  a  pastor  throughout 
the  state  and  pastored  at  First 
Church,  Kosciusko;  First 
Church,  Bruce;  West  Ellisville 
Church;  and  South  28th 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
Before  his  retirement,  he  was 
director  of  missions  at  Alcorn 
Baptist  Association.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  a  trustee  at 
Mississippi  College  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  He  had 
also  been  president  of  the 
Pastor's  Conference. 

Survivors  include:  wife, 
JoAnn;  daughters,  Julie 
Ferguson  of  Brandon  and  Sandy 
Ellard  of  Kosciusko;  brother. 
Bob  Gandy  of  Brandon;  and 
four  grandchildren. 


lerforming  at  7 
iaggett,  pastor. 


26;  11  a.m.;  Lavon  Moore,  First,  Stonewall:  Sept.  26; 
Kosciusko,  guest  speaker;  cov-  services,  10  a  m.;  Sollie  Smith, 
ered  dish  lunch  in  fellowship  guest  speaker;  dinner  in  fellow- 
hall  at  ncK>n;  afternoon  singing;  ship  hall,  noon;  1  p.m.,  singing; 
New  Vision,  Philadelphia,  guest  Brad  Jones  family.  Meridian, 
singers;  William  Wright,  pastor,  guest  singers;  Albert  McMullen 

and  Jerry  Doggett,  afternoon 

Beulah,  Lexington:  Sept.  26;  speakers;  Mike  Powell,  pastor, 
praise  service,  9:45  a.m.; 

Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m..  Chaplain  Thomas 
E.  Killgore,  Columbia,  S.C.,  for¬ 
mer  pastor;  dedication  of  new 
education  building/fellowship 
hall  immediately  following 
morning  worship;  dinner  in 
new  fellowship  hall;  afternoon 
singing  featuring  Jennings  fam¬ 
ily  from  Yazoo  County; 

Eiouglas  L.  Lawson,  pastor. 

Mt.  Vernon,  West:  Oct.  17; 
dinner  on  the  grounds;  H.  C. 

Adams,  prea^ing;  Steven 
Green,  music. 


28th  Annual  Church 
Media  Conference 

October  1-2, 1999 
First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 


BAPTISTS 


f^r.  and  !\(rs. 
‘W.d).  Covington 
(Married  SO  years 
S[u£ust  28, 1999 
CongratuCations!! 


Conference  Leaders 

♦  Sandra  Fitts 

Corinth,  Mies. 

♦  Hope  Winter 

Ruston,  la. 


♦  Seth  Andrews 

Arlington,  Tex. 

♦  Sill  Jones 

Huntsville,  Ala. 


♦  Kathy  Sylvest 

New  Orleans,  La 

♦  Faye  Miller 

Sumrall,  Miss. 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Si\ci  1953 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stiKk 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


THANKS  FOR  PACKETS 


uating  class  of  the  school  of 
nursing  is  urged  to  contact  sec¬ 
retary-treasurer  Joan  Pipkin  at 
nelpi@prodgy.net.  Information 
may  be  mailed  or  called  to 
membership  chairman  Wanda 
Winstead,  550  Spryfield  Road, 
Jackson,  MS  39212  or  call  (601) 
373-2606. 

Wanda  Winstead 

Jackson 


his  home  with  fellow  members 
of  our  ethics  class,  and  while 
there  was  made  to  feel  at  home. 
Wherever  I  met  Paul  Jones  I 
knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  ethical 
and  moral  character. 

He  led  Mississippi  Baptists 
brilliantly,  boldly,  and  bravely. 
When  he  faced  the  fires  and 
storms  of  criticism  he  coura¬ 
geously  held  the  rudder  of  our 
ship  true  to  course  using  the 
Word  as  his  compass.  His  lead¬ 
ership  will  be  missed. 

Stime  may  wish  him  luck  in 
ever)  new  endeaxor.  Not  I! 
Luck"  implies  chance;  Paul  Jones 
dcK's  not  believe  in  chance  at  a 
table  or  in  life.  1  wish  him 
Godspeed  and  rich  blessings 
from  our  Lord  and  our  King. 

I  know  that  wherever  he 
may  go  and  whatever  he  may 
do,  that  Paul  Jones  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  do  the  kingdom's  work 
and  speak  out  against  immoral¬ 
ity  and  injustice  and  to  speak 
up  for  the  downtrodden. 

David  Macisaac,  pastor 

Lawn  Haven  Church,  Laurel 


Month.  1  write  this  letter  with 
deep  conviction  related  to  giving 
and  want  to  share  the  following; 

Giving  is  to  be  done  as  an  act 
of  worship.  (Matt.  5:23-24) 

The  tithe  is  God's.  (Lev.  27:30) 
Don't  rob  God  of  offerings 
—  which  are  above  the  tithe. 
(Mai.  3:8) 

Return  to  God  one  tenth  and 
some  offering  out  of  all  that  is 
receixed  —  gross  salary,  other 
income,  and  any  gifts  received! 

Pass  the  offering  plate  in 
exery  service  to  every  one, 
including  the  choir,  pianist, 
organist,  music  director,  pastor, 
and  nursery  workers. 

S>et  up  a  Mercy  Room  Fund 
which  would  enable  a  church 
member  to  share  $1  vx'ith  per¬ 
sons  vx'ho  want  to  gix’e  but  do 
not  have  any  funds  to  give. 
This  way,  everyone  can  give  as 
an  act  of  worship  every  serxdce. 

Prayerfully  increase  offer¬ 
ings  based  on  some  percentage, 
as  the  Lord  leads  year  by  year. 

If  all  is  well  related  to  our 
offering  of  ourseix  es  (2  Cor.  8:5) 
and  our  substance  in  God's 
will,  we  will  truly  worship  him! 

Grady  Crowell,  director  of 
missions 

Editor:  Clarke  AssxKiation,  Quitman 

We  are  seeking  a  minister  of 
youth  and  assistant  to  the  pas- 

tor  for  an  active  vibrant,  God-  GOO  ANSWERS  PRAYER 
centered  congregation  search¬ 
ing  for  new  ways  to  minister  to 
the  community  and  to  each 
other.  This  is  a  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  with  housing  provided. 

For  more  information,  call 
(573)  581-4190.  Mail  resumes  to: 

First  Baptist  Church,  600  E. 

Promenade,  Mexico,  MO  65265, 
or  e-mail:  fbcsecre@maain.mis- 
souri.org. 

Dianne  Darby 
Mexico,  Mo. 


Editor: 

We  have  received  hygiene 
packets  that  have  been  gladly 
received  from  seafarers.  They 
have  been  sent  from  Girls  in 
Action  groups  who  know  of  our 
work.  They  are  always  gix’en  bv 
me,  the  director  of  the  center. 

When  we  give  them,  we 
always  give  them,  sharing  the 
eospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  also 

let  the  men  knoxv  who  they  JONES  WILL  BE  MISSED 
come  from  and  for  what  pur¬ 
pose.  Thank  vou. 

Charles  Corey,  Ex.  Director 
Center  for  International 
Seamen  &  Truckers 
Gulfport 


Editor: 

I  among  many  in  Mississippi 
will  miss  Paul  jones.  I  knew 
him  as  a  professor  in  a 
Christian  ethics  class,  as  a 
leader  in  the  Christian  Action 
Commission,  and  as  a  Christian 
gentleman. 

I  heard  his  passionate  pleas 
at  our  state  conx'entions  and 
from  pulpits  within  our  state. 

When  I  xvould  call  or  x'isit  his 
office  I  was  alxx'ays  receiv'ed 
graciously  and  when  in  his 
presence  I  vx  as  made  to  feel  my 
needs  xvere  important  and  that 
1  too  was  important.  I  had  the 

special  privilege  of  visiting  in  MINISTER  SOUGHT 


SEEKING  NURSE  ALUMNI 


Editor; 

The  Alumni  AsstKiation  of  the 
.Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital 
C.ilfoy  Schcxil  of  Nursing  is  kxxk- 
ing  for  the  addresses  of  all  its 
alumni.  Plans  are  being  made  for 
a  grand  reunion  x)n  Aug.  .5,  2(XX). 

Anyone  knowing  the  current 
address  x>f  a  member  of  a  grad- 


Correction 


In  the  September  16  issue  of  the  Housetops  insert  in  The 
Baptist  Record,  errors  and  omissions  were  contained  in  the  list  of 
contributions  received  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  from  January  1-June  30.  Correct  gifts  for  the  following 
churches  are: 


Editor; 

Two  weeks  ago  1  traveled  to 
New  York  City  to  help  my  .son 
find  housing  to  attend 
Manhattan  School  of  Music. 
While  there,  we  became  totally 
frustrated  by  the  lack  of  hous¬ 
ing.  At  one  appointment  17 
individuals  fought  over  5(X)- 
sc^uafe-foot  studio  apartment, 
with  shared  restroom  facilities, 
that  rented  for  $850  per  month. 

It  vvas  Wednesday,  and  I  was 
to  leave  on  Friday.  My  son  had 
no  place  to  go.  We  simply 
prayed,  "God  help  us;  we  are 
Editor:  hopeless  without  you." 

One  of  the  special  times  for  We  contacted  David  Dean  of 

the  Metro  New  York  Baptist 
Association.  He  placed  us  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Park  Slope  Church 
in  Brooklyn.  They  asked  my  son 
to  help  with  music  on  Sunday 
mornings  and  Wednesday 
nights.  They  couldn't  pay  him 
but  offered  a  l,5(X)-sauare-foot- 
apartment,  owned  by  tne  church, 
that  was  fully  furnished.  We 
moved  in  Friday  morning. 

God  is  great!  He  answers 
prayer. 

In  the  midst  of  Gcxi's  working 
I  experienced  a  huge  burden  for 
the  needs  in  New  York  City.  Our 
petxple  there  are  fantastic  but 
they  have  very  real  needs.  If  you 
would  like  to  help,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  Metro  New  ^'ork  Baptist 
Association  at  (212)  787-7037. 
Davis  Odom,  pastor 
Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson 


COOP 

PROGRAM 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


LINCOLN 
Central  BC 
GOLDEN  TRIANGLE 
Faith  BC,  West  Point 
Faith  BC,  Starkville 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  ortter  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  Wind  ads. 

ONLY  ADS  ACCmED. 


BLESSED  BY  GIVING 


CPI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass.  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583.  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  483-7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 
Featuring  6  to  15  passenger  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
vans,  customized  and  panel  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  is  seeking  a 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  minister  of  musicAvorship  to  lead  a 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  fully  developed  music  ministry. 
(601)948-3391.  Since  1965.  Calvary  is  located  adjacent  to  the 
SHARE  THE  WORD  HAS  MOVED!  University  of  Alabama. 

The  new  address  is  P.O.  Box  1 66,  1 00  Responsibilities  include  adult,  col- 
Chesfnut  Street,  Pachuta,  MS  39347;  lege,  and  youth  music  and  supt>rvi- 
or  call  1-601-776-0408.  Collecting  sion  of  children's  music.  Please  send 
used  Bibles  to  share  with  the  world.  rt*sume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi’s  only  1121  Paul  W.  Bryant  Dr.,  Tuscakxjs.!, 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  AL  35401.  (205)  758-0495. 

Center.  Call  about  Lixk-ins,  group  Calvary@dbleth.net. 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED:  pre- 
Located  at  820  CfKiper  Road,  lackson,  packaged  (most  meals,  lodging, 
MS,  (601 )  372-77(X).  assignment)  mission  trips  in  11  US 

GROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY  cities  and  Torrinto.  NAMB  endorstxl. 
DORM  RESORT.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark,  For  more  info,  r  ail  Youth  on  Mission, 
for  front  seats  at  The  Cireat  Passion  1-800-299-0385;  www.yom.org. 

Play,  plus  lodging,  ret  reation,  and  MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  -  Glasgow 
nM>als,  all  for  just  $35.00  each!  Free-  Baptist  Church  is  set'king  a  Minister 
information  -  501-251-8418.  of  XVorship,  4(X)  worship  attendanc  e* 

FOR  SALE:  199)  Metrotrams  Mini-Bus,  in  two  worship  services.  $40,000  - 
25  passenger  -  Rear  and  front  A/C  -  $45.(K)()  p.u  kage  range  de(K'nding 
Forcl  4(i()  EFT  Engine,  $25,(XX)  Mileage  on  c|ualific  .itions.  Ehc*  successful 
90, (HX).  Phone  ()()1 -763-7571 .  cancliclatc'  has  strong  musical  skills, 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  broad  exjx'rienc  c*s  in  worship  and  is 
HOME  Tallah.rss<>c' needs  a  husband-  currc'ntly  part  of  .i  vital  ministry, 
wile  tc'am  to  lx-  primary  ri'sidc>nti.il  staff  Sc-nd  resume  to:  Worship  Sc'arc  h 
for  the  girls  home.  Excellent  s.il.irvTx-n-  c  ommitlee,  ( li.rsgow  B.iirtist  Chtirc  h, 
efits.  Work  lor  2  wcx'ks  on  duty,  I  week  P.(  ).  Box  489.  (  .lasgow,  KY  42142; 
ott.  (  omc- minister  in  the  lives  of  c  hil  wuw.glasgovvb.tptist.c om. 


MS  Positions  Available 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  Send 
resume  to:  Music  Searc  h  Ccxnmittc'e,  c/o 
Eastwcxxl  Baptist  (Church,  P.O.  Box  466, 
Indianola,  MS  38751.  Call  601-887- 
4404. 

NEW  PROVIDENCE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  is  seeking  a  youth  direc¬ 
tor.  Send  resume  c/o  Amy  Allen, 
7080  Hwv  28  West,  Ha/lehurst,  MS 
19083;  or  tall  601-277-3129. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
Ideal  for  hi-vex  ational  or  student.  Send 
resume  to  .Music  Search  Cc)mmittc*e, 
Lake  C  omo  Ba|)tist  C  hurc  h.  Box  969, 
B.iy  Sjrrings,  MS  19422. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH. 
Send  resume  to  .Searc  Ir  Committc‘e, 
c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  I’.O.  Box 
179,  Charleston,  MS  18921.  Call 
662-647-5SSH. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH. 

Nc-w  /ion  Baptist  (  hurth,  1202  1  New 
/ion  Rcl.,  (  rystal  S|)rings,  MS  i905<). 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  RNANCING 

EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  ^ 

•  suNRooM  n 

•BATH-DEN  1  ••vTDU 

•  KITCHEN  |0|  Z 

•  CARPORT  Diy:6uNT^ 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Si  rilMBLK23,  1 999 


Illl  BAI9ISI  KIC.OKI) 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  w  ill  not  he  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  Ix'  used. 

Euch  corresixxxJent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  numix'r 
lor  verification.  In  spix  ial  instances, 
name  may  lx‘  w  ithheld  at  w  riter  's 
recfuest  and  editor  's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  ot  (oop- 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  i  huu  h 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem- 
her.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
will  receive  priority  w  hen  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  he  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Charles  Wade  nominated  as  BGCT  executive 

DALLAS  (BP) 


Charles  Wade,  imme¬ 
diate  past  president  of  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas,  will  be  nominated  as 
the  BGCT's  executive  director  during  a 
Sept.  28  meeting  of  the  state  convention's 
executive  board. 

Wade,  58,  has  been  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Arlington,  Texas,  23  years. 
If  elected,  he  will  succeed  William  M. 
Pinson  jr.,  who  retires  Jan.  31,  2000. 

The  18-member  BGCT  executive  direc¬ 
tor  search  committee  met  in  Dallas  on  Sept. 


14,  with  members  voting  overwhelmingly 
to  nominate  Wade,  reported  chairman  Bill 
Brian,  an  Amarillo  attorney. 

In  August,  the  search  committee  select¬ 
ed  Wade  as  one  of  two  finalists  for  nomi¬ 
nation  as  BGCT  executive  director.  The 
committee  initially  nominated  Phil 
Lineberger,  pastor  of  Williams  Trace 
Baptist  Church  in  Sugar  Land.  Soon  after 
that  announcement,  however,  Lineberger 
withdrew  from  nomination,  saying  he 
could  not  gain  any  sense  of  peace  that  it 


was  God's  will  for  him. 

Brian  noted  the  committee  previously 
had  affirmed  both  Wade  and  Lineberger, 
saying,  "The  committee  and  Dr.  Wade 
both  believe  that  Dr.  Wade's  sense  of  call 
in  the  matter  was  confirmed  by  this  chain 
of  events.  One  committee  member 
observed,  'We  have  discovered  God's 
choice  in  Dr.  Wade.'" 

Wade  "brings  an  extraordinary  blend 
of  experience,  people  skills  and  vision 
that  equip  him  for  the  task,"  Brian  said. 
"He  is  a  man  of  vision.  He  told  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  he  would  lead  Texas  Baptists 
to  'dream  a  bigger  dream,'  noting  that 
success  depends  on  the  vitality  of  the 
vision  and  the  blessings  of  God. 

"Dr.  Wade  told  the  committee  that  he 
would  try  to  build  unity  among  Texas 
Baptists  around  our  sense  of  mission  and 
obedience  to  God's  call,  saying,  'All  who 
want  to  work  to  achieve  the  mission  w  ill 
be  welcomed  at  the  table.'" 

Wade  was  among  the  organizers  of  the 
Cooperativ'e  Baptist  Fellowship,  a  denom- 
ination-like  organization  formed  in  1991. 

Wade  entered  the  gospel  ministry  at 
age  15.  Before  coming  to  Arlington,  he 
served  several  churches  in  Oklahoma  as 
w'ell  as  Italy,  Texas,  and  Baumholder, 
Germany. 

He  is  an  Oklahoma  Baptist  University 
graduate  and  earned  masters  and  doctoral 
degrees  from  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

Wade  and  his  wife,  Rosemary,  have 
one  son,  Mark;  three  daughters, 
Roshelle,  Karee,  and  Mary  Robin;  and 
seven  grandchildren. 


Parkses 
honored  for 
service 


Lamar  Christian  School  dedicates 
new  elementary  building 


The  Lamar  Christian  School  dedicated  the  first  of  a  three-phase  building  project  Aug. 
22.  The  school  is  the  only  association-owned  and  -operated  Christian  School  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Ninety-seven  students  opened  the  first  year  of  operation  last  August  (1998)  as  the 
school  held  classes  for  grades  K-4  and  grade  8  in  Good  Hope  Church,  Purvis. 

The  school  will  add  a  grade  each  year  as  the  commitment  to  parents  is  that  a  student 
never  has  to  leave  the  school  in  order  to  graduate  from  high  school.  The  second  phase 
of  a  $2,000,000  project  to  begin  in  the  near  future  will  be  a  gymnasium,  cafeteria,  office 
suite,  conference  room,  and  choral  and  band  rooms  all  under  one  roof. 

l^e  school  uses  the  A  Beka  Book  Christian  Curriculum.  All  teachers  are  certified 


Missi.ssippi  B.qjtisfs  will 
honor  Keith  and  Helen  lean 
Parks  tor  their  45  years  of 
Ba[)tist  missions  service  during 
a  series  of  meetings  in  lackson 
and  Hattiesburg  scheduled 
Oct.  8-10. - 1 

Keith 

Parks,  now  \ 

living  in  •  __  \ 

Dallas,  ,  >3rt^V 
Texas,  ^ 

retired  _  \,N 

r  e  c  e  n  t  h 
after  si) 
years  a; 
global  mis 
sions  coor 
dinator  for  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF), 
based  in  Atlanta. 

In  1992,  Parks,  then  65, 
retired  after  12  years  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  (now  International 
Mission  Board)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC), 
bast'd  in  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Parkses  will  lx*  recog¬ 
nized  during  a  reception  at 
Northminster  Church, 

lackson,  at  7  p.m.  on  Oct.  8. 
Words  of  appret  iation  for  their 
(ontributions  to  world  mis¬ 
sions  will  be  given  by 
Mississippi  Baptist  leaders  and 
by  active  and  retired  Ba|Jtisl 
missionaries.  The  church  is 
locattxl  at  3955  Ridgewcxx! 
Road  in  lackson. 

Parks  will  also  bt'  sfx'aking 
on  Oct.  9  during  the  annual 
state  assembly  of  CBF  of 
Mississippi,  met'ting  at  Calvary 
Church,  1300  West  Capitol, 
lackson.  He  will  lead  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  Calvary  (.hurth  in 
Hattiesburg  on  (Xt.  10.  The 
church  is  Itx  ated  at  3139  Oak 
Grove  Road.  The  Parkst*s  were 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to 
Indonesia  for  14  years  from 
1954-68.  He  later  was  area 
director  for  Baptist  missions 
work  in  Southeast  Asia,  and 
director  of  the  Mission  Support 
Division  for  the  SBC  Foreign 
Mission  Board  for  four  years. 


and  licensed  by  the  Mississippi  State  Department  of  Education  and  the  Mississippi 
Private  ^hool  Association.  Teachers  attend  Pensacola  Christian  College  where  the  cur¬ 
riculum  is  published  for  an  intense  week  of  study  and  instruction  each  year  prior  to  the 
^ning  of  school,  followed  by  a  two  day  seminar  in  the  fall  of  the  year  at  Pensacola 
Christian  Academy. 


Christian  Academy. 

The  school  is  located  two  miles  north  of  Purvis  just  off  Hwy  589,  and  welcomes  any¬ 
one  who  would  like  to  make  a  visit.  Louis  Nicolosi,  a  former  high  school  band  director, 
former  high  school  principal,  former  miruster  of  music,  and  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Purvis,  is  the  School  Administrator.  That  telephone  number  is  (601)  794-0016. 


K.  Parks 


Husband-wife  team  picked  to  lead  CBF  missions 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Veteran 
missionaries  Gary  and  Barbara 
Baldridge  will  be  nominated  to 
lead  the  global  missions  pro¬ 
gram  or  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF). 

If  elected,  the  couple  will 
serve  as  co-coordinators  of  the 
Fellowship's  125-person  mis¬ 
sionary  force  and  the  Atlanta- 
based  missions  staff. 

Barbara  Baldridge  will  be 
the  first  woman  to  fill  a  top 
administrative  position  in  the 
Fellowship.  The  couple  will 
share  equally  in  the  cixirdina- 
tor's  duties,  said  Sanford  Smith 
of  Greensboro,  N.C.,  chair  of 
the  search  committee*. 

"This  is  kind  of  coloring  out¬ 
side  the  lines  as  far  as  manage¬ 
ment  is  concerned,"  Smith  said. 
"But  we  think  they  have  the 
skills  that  will  make  it  work. 
We  feel  comfortable  with  it." 

The  Baldridges  are  2()-year 
missions  veterans.  They  were 
appointed  as  missionaries  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB)  (now  the  International 
Mission  Board)  in  1978,  serving 
first  in  Zambia.  In  1985,  they 
launched  Baptist  mission  work 
on  the  French  island  of  La 
Reunion  in  the  Indian  Ocean, 
starting  two  churches. 

They  spent  three  years  coor¬ 
dinating  mission  strategy  for 
the  Azerbaijani  people  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union  and  Iran. 
Gary  Baldridge  later  served  as 
the  FMB's  London-based  asso¬ 
ciate  director  supervising  100 
missionaries  serving  in  "World 
A"  countries  of  the  Middle 


East,  Central  Asia,  North  Africa 
and  parts  of  Europoe. 

The  Baldridges  resigned 
from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
in  1994  and  returned  to  their 
native  Houston,  where  Gary 


mariaged  a  book  store  until  high-schcxil  senior;  and  Micah, 
joining  the  CBF  missions  staff  15,  a  sophomore, 
in  1996.  The  six-member  search  com- 

The  Baldridges  have  three  mittee  considered  about  35 
children:  Lydia,  19,  a  student  at  nominees  in  making  their  selec- 
Rice  University;  Erin,  17,  a  tion.  Smith  said. 


Ken  Af*A»rivr.  Ph  D 
MintstMA  CoutKt’ling 
Fir>it  CImreh.  laikxni 


not  accountable  until  he 
understands  sin  and  how  to 
turn  from  sin.  His  safetv  is  in 
the  Lord's  hands.  You  are  lead¬ 
ing  him  and  setting  the  right 
example.  Don't  stop.  Gcid 
understands  the  heart  and 
loves  those  he  created.  Let 
your  son  show  the  light  of  God 
to  those  with  whom  he  comes 
into  contact,  and  watch  how 
Gcxl  is  glorified  through  him. 


rj(^>/i/  to  compensation  for  a  job 
well  done  without  resentment 
from  him.  Her  husband  is  not  the 
only  one  to  be  considered  here.  He 
should  be  con;^ratulating  her  on 
her  promotion  and  doing  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  help  relieve  some 
of  the  stress  she  might  have  in  a 
new  job,  and  showing  support  of 
her.  How  unfair  of  you  to  assume 
that  this  ivoman  's  feelings  are  not 
important. 

The  letter  writer  wanted  to 
know  how  to  deal  with  her 
husband;  the  advice  given  was 
,  ...  intended  to  disregard  her 

sate  band  s  salary,  your  reply  was  feelings.  There  are  two  sides  to 

the  absurd  in  asking  her  to  ask  her  this,  and  the  couple  must 

'Jow  husband,  "I'm  ivondering  if  /  weigh  both  sides.  Conflict  like 

The  should  eivn  take  the  promotion."  this  allows  a  couple  to  under- 

the  You  are  writing  as  if  only  the  man  stand  each  other  and  find 

rom  was  involved  here.  Your  advice  ways  to  better  handle  the  diffi- 

i  not  could  have  been  that  this  ivoman  culties  that  arise,  no  matter 

not  should  let  her  husband  know  that  what  the  situation  may  be 

Id  IS  she  has  feelings  and  she  has  the  Thanks  for  writing. 

UfeAnawers  c/o  The  BaptUt  Record.  P.O.  Box  5.W.  Jackson.  MS  .39205-05^0.  Please  he  brief, 
time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  i/our  counseling  needs 
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Life  and  Work 

Jesus  is  superior  to  angels 

Hebrews  1:3-9, 13;  2:2-3,  9-10, 14-16 

By  Tom  Atwood  lesus  Christ  —  • 


Atwood 


they  would  later  do.  still  demands* ’his  people  to 
Kings  17:17  says,  stand  out  as  a  peculiar  people 
"And  they  caused  their  from  their  surroundings, 
sons  and  their  daughters  Again,  God  said,  "Ye  shall  be 
to  pass  through  the  holy;  for  I,  the  Lord  your  God, 
fire...."  Molech,  the  false  am  holy"  (Leviticus  19:2). 
I  g^xl  of  the  Ammonites,  Therefore,  God's  holiness  is  to 
f  I  seems  to  hav'e  been  built  form  the  definition  of  his  peo- 
I  w'ith  outstretched  arms  pie's  lives,  not  only  when  deal- 
QllJ  and  an  open  belly.  In  that  mg  with  people  around  them, 
open  belly,  they  built  fires  but  also  in  the  home. 

'^8  of  extreme  temperatures  When  a  child  is  taught  to 
and  then  would  place  respect  his  parents  at  home, 
their  children  into  the  open  arms  then  that  child  will  more  likely 
of  the  idol  to  be  roasted  as  any  respect  others  outside  the 
ordinary  piece  of  meat.  home,  but  most  importantly 

God  commands:  "Whosoever  will  also  come  to  know  an^ 
...giveth  any  of  his  [children]  love  the  will  of  God.  In  know- 
unto  Molech. ..shall  surely  be  put  ing  and  loving  God  and  his 
to  death..."  (Leviticus  20:2).  will,  then  the  child  possesses  all 
Additionally,  God  would  later  he  needs  to  flee  from  false  gods 
use  the  Assyrians  to  punish  the  and  doctrines,  for  the  one  true 
nation  for  their  disob^ience.  God  provides  wisdom  and  dis- 
Not  only  did  God  tell  the  cemment  for  all  who  recognize 
Israelites  to  avoid  immorality,  him  as  God,  Father,  Lord,  and 
but  he  also  told  them  to  refrain  his  All  in  All. 
from  acts  of  irreverence,  partic-  Apparently,  human  nature 
ularly  when  dealing  with  their  has  not  changed  over  the 
parents.  God  demanded  and  course  of  several  thousand 


Explore  the  Bible 

Holiness  in  relationships 

Leviticus  17:1-21:24 

By  Sylvia  Fleming  God  did  n( 


Family  Bible  Series 

Called  to  obedience 

Exodus  40:1-9;  Leviticus  26:2-6, 11-13 


on  the  beach.  Each  God  anoints  his  sanctuary  as  a  ence  his  presence,  receive  his 
evening  after  the  boats  special  place.  encouragement,  develop  the 

were  tied  up  and  the  sails  That  s  not  to  say  that  God  character  that  is  needed  to  corn- 
put  away,  I  walked  to  a  does  not  use  other  places  to  bat  the  bastion  of  worldliness 
nearby  church  that  was  touch  our  lives  like  retreat  cen-  that  afflicts  our  culture.  To  me, 
left  unlocked  so  mem-  ters,  prayer  rooms,  or  nature  his  presence,  encouragement, 
bers  (and  beachbums)  walks.  What  is  important  in  all  and  strength  are  all  blessings 
could  come  and  pray.  of  these  places  is  that  God  is  that  God  bestows  through  the 
In  the  quietness  of  there.  When  is  the  last  time  you  act  of  worship, 
that  sanctuary,  I  prayed  visited  such  a  special  place?  Don't  let  your  modest  attire, 

for  a  friend  of  mine  that  Specific  blessings  (Lev.  GED,  or  disappointment  with 
had  recently  been  diag-  26:2-6).  God  also  said  his  sane-  people  prev’ent  you  from  expe- 
u  see  your  church  nosed  with  a  brain  tumor,  tuary  was  a  place  to  receive  riencing  his  blessings.  Find  a 
in  this  way?  Do  you  Though  I  never  attended  a  for-  specific  blessings.  For  this,  you  sanctuary  this  Sunday, 
nctuary  as  a  place  mal  ser\’ice  at  this  church,  or  need  to  be  present.  Striking  promise  (Lev. 

unholy  is  confronted  even  met  the  minister.  I'll  Surprisingly,  some  people  26:11-13).  God  has  promised 

oly;  a  place  where  the  always  remember  how  near  I  have  grown  disillusioned  that  he  will  meet  you  in  his 
ets  with  the  clay  and  felt  to  God  each  evening  as  I  towards  the  faith  by  attending  sanctuary.  He  has  promised 
)r  meets  with  the  ere-  pra)^ed  for  my  friend,  Micheal.  I  church  services.  They  see  the  that  his  voice  w’ill  be  intelligi- 
you  consider  the  don't  know  if  it  was  the  dim  sanctuary  used  on  Sunday  ble,  his  touch  comforting,  and 
to  these  questions,  lights  or  the  medieval  architec-  morning  as  a  place  to  parade  his  presence  felt, 
lat  God  had  to  say  hire  that  seemingly  accelerated  the  latest  fashions,  cultivate  There  is  no  need  to  fear  the 

sanctuary.  my  proximity  to  God.  All  I  business  contacts,  or  catch  up  failures  of  the  week.  Through 

1  place  (Ex.  40:1-9).  know'  is  that  I  met  Gcxi  there  as  on  the  latest  gossip.  I'll  admit  confession,  they'll  be  forgott^. 

unced  that  his  sanctu-  I  interceded  for  my  friend.  that  1  have  experienced  some  You  need,  whether  you  realize 

lecial  place  —  a  place  You  can  interact  with  God  of  the  same  feelings  of  disillu-  it  or  not,  what  God  has  to  offer 
nee  his  presence.  anywhere,  but  sometimes,  you  sionment,  but  I  have  realized  in  his  sanctuary.  He'll  be  there 

Timer  during  college,  I  feel  closer  to  God  in  a  church  that  I  am  not  there  for  them,  this  weekend.  Will  you? 

the  Mississippi  Gulf  sanctuary.  Why  do  you  sup-  but  for  him!  Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 

rented  out  sailboats  pose  that  is?  I  think  it  fs  because  In  his  sanctuary,  you  expert-  Summit. 


L.  Smith 


I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
serving  different  types  of  con¬ 
gregations  during  my  ministry. 
Some  of  these  congregations  met 
in  a  traditional  sanctuary 
encased  by  red  brick.  One  met  in 
a  metal  building,  and  still  anoth¬ 
er  met  in  a  school  cafeteria. 

All  of  these  experiences  have 
made  me  appreciate  different 
places  of  worsnip.  Even  though 
I  am  more  comfortable  in  a 
worship  center  where  the  con¬ 
gregation  sits  in  pews,  that  is 
not  to  say  that  I  can't  worship  in 
a  place  where  the  lunch  menu  is 
posted  by  the  front  door. 

In  this  week's  lesson,  God 
instructed  Moses  to  erect  a  tent 
to  be  used  as  a  "sanctuary."  In 


Smith 


Life  Way  trustees  approve  record  budget 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Trustees  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  adopted  a 
record  $362,^8,000  operating  budget  for 
the  1999-2000  fiscal  year  and  learned  of 
anticipated  options  for  electronic  ministry. 

Tea  Warren,  LifeWay  chief  operating 
officer  and  executive  vice-president,  told 
trustees  meeting  Sept.  13-14  at  Ridgecrest 
that  the  agency  s  budget  includes  planned 
investments  in  electronic  ministry  initia¬ 
tives,  increased  work  in  international  dis¬ 
tribution  of  ministry  resources,  enhanced 
information  systems,  investments  in 
LifeWay's  Wounded  Ministers  initiative. 


Ridf^ecrest  hosts  workmen 


Power  trucks  from  surrounding  states  use  the  LifeWay  Conference 
Center  at  Wdgecrest,  N.C.,  as  a  staging  area  before  deploying  to  the 
xoast  of  Ncffm  Carolina,  ^uth  Carolina,,  and  Georgia.  The  LifeWay 
Conference  center  is  going  to  house  up  to  700  power  workmen  and 
feed  im  to  1,700  of  these  workmen  before  they  leave  for  the  disaster 
area.  (dP  photo  by  Kelly  Reed) 


Ridgecrest  Chapel  ground  breaking  celebrated 
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and  1  both  felt  the  call  to 
become  Christian  business¬ 
men,"  he  reflected.  "The  Lord 
has  really  blessed  us,  and  we 
feel  when  much  is  given,  much 
is  required." 


Robert  Rutland  said  he  and 
his  brother  had  begun  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Ridgecrest  in 
1946  when  their  father  started 
bringing  them  to  the  center. 

"During  our  visits  here,  Guy 


als  native  to  the  area,  along 
with  extensive  use  of  glass  to 
permit  persons  to  experience 
the  natural  wooded  setting, 
according  to  Byrd,  director  of 
LifeWay's  church  architecture 
department. 

The  Rutland  family 
operates  Decatur,  Ga.-^^| 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Approximately  150  people  gath¬ 
ered  at  Ridgecrest,  a  LifeWay 
Conference  Center,  Sept.  13  for  a 
ground  breaking  ceremony  for 
Rutland  Chapel,  a  300-seat  wor¬ 
ship  facility  with  fellowship  and 
conference  space. 

Among  guests  for  the  event 
were  empmyees  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
from  its  Ridgecrest,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  Glorieta,  N.M.,  liKa- 
tions;  and  LifeWay  trustees  and 
their  spouses.  Representing  the 
Rutland  Familv  Foundation, 
which  is  providing  a  $1  million 
gift  for  the  chapel,  were  Cherr\' 
and  Robert  Rutland  and  Linda 
and  Guy  Rutland.  The 
Rutlands  are  members  of  First 
Baptist  Church  Covington,  Ga. 

The  two-stor\'  facility  will 
include  a  first-flixtr  chapel  with 
a  second  flwr  including  .space 
for  seminars  and  conferences. 
The  10,5(X1  square-fiH>t  build¬ 
ing.  designed  bv  LifeWay  archi¬ 
tect  Da\  is  B\  rd,  features  archi¬ 
tecture  echoing  the  style  of  tra¬ 
ditional  small  churches  across 
the  mountains  and  features  a 
reflecting  piK>l  adjacent  to  it. 

The  facilitv  will  be  of  materi¬ 
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cel- 
goodness 

year 

to  Ridgecrest, 
had 

made  decisions 

LifeWay  President  lames  BREAKING  GROUND  —  Participants  in  the  ground  breaking  ceremony 
T.  Draper  Jr.,  reminded  tor  Rutland  Chapel  at  Ridgecrest  included  (from  left)  Mike  Arrington,  C.W'. 
guests  "of  the  \alue  of  Lankford,  Ted  Warren,  officers  at  LifeWa\  Christian  Resources;  Guy  and 
these  grounds  ...  where  Robert  Rutland  from  Dcxjatur,  GA.;  Ken  Speakman  of  Nashville,  TN.,  chair- 
God  can  speak  to  people  nian  of  the  board  of  trustees;  and  lames  T.  Draper  Ir.,  president  of  LifeWay 
in  a  ver\-  special  way."  Christian  Resources.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 
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niLT  IBIYTTX:  KTZTX 


l  iar:  I  =Ll 

Haw  lun  with  cryptofirapln  and 
exeri/M*  \<nir  liihlv  knnwltxl^e.  .4 
(xmg  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
Ixx'n  ennHlixi  In  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throufthout  the  pu/We.  Solw  In 
trial  and  error.  Answ  er  to  last  wiH'k 's 
IKi77le:  I  like  Sixtwn:  SixUs'n. 
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